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Dear Reader,  

This report is about car sharing in 2020. As a major promoter of car 

sharing and shared mobility, Autodelen.net/Carshare Belgium has been 

publishing figures on the growth in numbers of car sharers and shared 

cars for several years now. Starting in 2021, our ambition is to create a 

broader and more structured framework for the developments in car 

sharing. Please note, the purpose of this report is mainly to publish 

(historical) figures. It does not address the impact of the various car 

sharing systems on, for example, private car ownership, modal shift, 

seizure of public space etc. More information about the impact of car 

sharing is available on our website Autodelen.net , including a webinar in 

response to the results of a European study. 

In this report you will find the most recent figures (January 2021) for the 

number of car sharers, shared cars and the share of electric vehicles in 

the entire fleet (chapter 2). Furthermore, this core data is framed 

historically in comparison with the figures we had available up to 5 years 

ago. We carried out this exercise for the three regions individually and for 

Belgium in total.  

We begin in chapter 1 by defining car share and its various manifestations 

in Belgium. In chapter 3 we provide a few key figures relating to the 

average reservation time and distance travelled per journey for various 

types of car share. We also state the average number of car sharers for 

each shared car, by concept. 

Finally (in chapter 4) of this report, we describe a number of trends and 

tendencies that indicate the huge potential for car sharing in Belgium. We 

conclude with an outline for the future, which for us means a future of 

sharing! And speaking of sharing, provided that the source is mentioned, 

everything in this publication may be distributed and shared, preferably as 

widely as possible. 

I hope you enjoy reading it! 

 

Jeffrey Matthijs 

Director, Autodelen.net/Carshare Belgium 

 

 

http://www.autodelen.net/
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With car sharing, several households and/or legal entities take turns to use one (or more) vehicle(s). The 

vehicle is therefore only used when necessary. When the vehicle is not required, it can be used by another 

household /legal entity.  

Car sharing generates major social and economic benefits. It reduces the number of vehicles on the roads, the 

number of traffic jams, CO2 emissions, parking pressure and the individual cost to use1 a vehicle and leads to 

a sustainable modal shift. Car sharing is a sustainable and flexible alternative to owning a private car. In 2021, 

there are 12 car share providers operating in Belgium. These providers can be divided into two main 

categories: 1) car share providers with their own fleet and 2) car share providers that facilitate the sharing of 

private vehicles (private car share)2. 

 

These providers make a vehicle fleet available to their customers. The fleet varies for each provider and can 

consist of various models. The user pays the organisation for the use of a vehicle by kilometre and/or by time. 

Sometimes there is a one-off joining fee and/or subscription fee. There are two different systems, depending 

on the way you collect and return a shared car  

 

 

 

 

 

On one hand, there are systems in which 
the user must return the shared car to 
the location from which it was collected 
after the journey (round-trip car share). 
A distinction can also be drawn between 
systems that use permanent locations 
(station-based) or a specific zone to 
which the vehicle must be returned 
(home zone-based).  

 On the other hand, there are also operators 
that allow their customers to leave the 
shared car in a different location (usually in 
the same city) after a journey (‘free-floating 
car share’). A further distinction can be 
drawn between systems that use 
permanent stations (pool stations) or a 
specific zone, within which the car may be 
parked anywhere on its return (‘operational 
area’). To do so, the user must have a 
smartphone to locate the shared car.  

 

 

  

                                                
1 Calculate your own financial benefit compared to car ownership at and/or car share formulae at www.savewithcarsharing.be  
2 Read more here about the classification of car share in the European Stars study by Autodelen.net and various European 
universities. 

http://www.savewithcarsharing.be/
https://www.autodelen.net/autodelen-in-europa-stars-onderzoek/
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Figure 1 illustrates all the current car share providers in Belgium according to the above categories. 

 

 

Figure 1 Car share providers with their own fleet in Belgium January 2021 

 

In this type of car sharing, one or more private vehicles are used by several neighbours in an independent 

system, usually on a small scale. A second significant feature is the cost-sharing principle. The owner of the 

vehicle does not make a profit, but is reimbursed for the actual cost price of the vehicle for each shared 

kilometre. Thirdly, in this type of car share there is a great deal of self-organisation and social interaction, with 

individual arrangements and rules. The vehicle is the property of one member of the car share group or can 

be bought in joint ownership by several members of the group. 

The sharing of private cars also includes companies that provide an online platform on which owners can 

register their vehicle (a system similar to AirBnB, often commonly referred to as P2P car sharing). Anyone who 

then registers as a user can hire any vehicle on the platform at a tariff specified by the owner (price per 

kilometre and/or an hourly rate). Part of this income goes to the company for the use of the online platform, 

insurance and breakdown assistance.  
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Figure 2 Sharing of private cars in Belgium January 2021 

 

 

IMPORTANT: The following data relates only to car share providers with their own fleet (both round-

trip and free-floating) and private cost-sharing car share. In other words, private car share at 

market price (P2P, see point1.2.2) is not included at the request of the sole provider Getaround. This 

is because the company merged with Drivy last year so no accurate data is available for 2020. In 

order to enable the correct comparison to be made for the description of historical summaries, this 

type has also been omitted so as not to create a skewed impression. 

 

The following car share providers were operating in Flanders in the ear to January 2021: BattMobility, Cambio, 

Coopstroom, Cozywheels, Dégage, Green Mobility, Partago, Poppy, ShareMobility (also including Valckenier 

Share, Fox Share and Kenis Share), Stapp.in and Getaround (the latter is not included in the figures). 

In Flanders at the beginning of 2021 there are approximately 82,000 car sharers who make use of almost 2,500 

shared cars. The majority of these car sharers, almost 72,000, make use of 1,500 shared cars that are provided 

by a car share provider with its own fleet. The providers of round-trip car sharing represent around 29,000 car 

sharers and 1,100 shared cars. Free-floating car sharing reports more than 42,000 car sharers and 440 shared 

cars. In addition, there are also 10,500 car sharers who share 950 private vehicles on a cost-sharing basis (see 

graphs 1 and 2). 
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Graph 1 Number of shared cars in Flanders by type of car 
share (Jan 2021) 

 
Graph 2 Number of car sharers in Flanders by type of car 
share (Jan 2021) 

During the last five years, car sharing in Flanders has undergone huge growth (see graph 3).  The total number 

of car sharers has quadrupled from just under 20,000 at the beginning of 2017 to more than 82,000 in January 

2021. Several trends are behind these general figures.  

The first is the sustainable growth of round-trip car sharing. The number of car sharers making use of this form 

of car sharing has more than doubled over 5 years. The round-trip providers have recorded recurring annual 

customer growth of between 15% and 25%. Even during the last year, the number of users has continued to 

grow at that rate, despite coronavirus. 

The strongest growth however, is to be seen in the free-floating segment. This system has only existed in 

Flanders for a little over 3 years. Poppy started up in Antwerp at the beginning of 2018 as the first free floating 

provider in Flanders. In September 2020 the international player Green Mobility also started up in Ghent and 

Antwerp. In total, the two providers jointly had more than 42,000 registered customers at the beginning of 

2021. Over 3 years, the number of users of free-floating car sharing in Flanders has increased eight-fold. 

In terms of private vehicles on a cost-sharing basis, we have seen an increase of 72% in the number of car-

sharers between the beginning of 2017 and the beginning of 2021.  
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Graph 3 Change in the number of car sharers in Flanders (by type of car share) 

 

The increase in the number of car sharers in Flanders goes hand in hand with a rise in the number of shared 

cars for all reported forms of car sharing (see graph 4). The supply of round-trip shared cars rose in 2021 to 

1,092 vehicles, which equates to a growth of 36% compared to 2019. The fleet of free-floating shared cars 

shrank in 2020 due to some of Poppy’s vehicles being relocated to Brussels, but with the launch of Green 

Mobility in 2021 is now bigger than previously. 

The number of private vehicles shared on a cost-sharing basis declined last year due to provider Cozycar 

changing its name to Cozywheels, whereby the database was also updated and all dormant members were 

removed. Nevertheless, we observed an increase of almost 20% over 2019. 

 
Graph 4 Change in the number of shared cars in Flanders (by type of car share) 

 

6.142 5.707
7.147

10.412

10.568
13.470

16.379

20.511

25.300

29.348

0

5.000

18.000

32.224

42.310

0

5.000

10.000

15.000

20.000

25.000

30.000

35.000

40.000

45.000

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Aantal particulier
kostendelende autodelers

Aantal autodelers
roundtrip aanbieders

Aantal autodelers free
floating aanbieders

795

1.221

955803 985

1.092

350

180

440

0

200

400

600

800

1.000

1.200

1.400

2019 2020 2021

Aantal deelwagens
particulier kostendelend
autodelen
Aantal deelwagens
roundtrip aanbieders

Aantal deelwagens free
floating aanbieders



Report Autodelen 2020 page 8 

In terms of electric car sharing3 Flanders once again made huge progress in 2021. The number of electric shared 

cars rose from 363 to 571 (see graph 5), an increase of 57%. We also see a number of differences within the 

various operational models of car sharing. The number of electric shared cars in the free-floating segment 

showed the strongest growth, from 144 to 240 (+67%), followed by round-trip (from 195 to 314, +61%) and 

private cost-sharing car share (from 24 to 34 vehicles, or +42%). This can be attributed to an expansion of 

existing providers together with new players such as Green Mobility and ShareMobility.  

 

Graph 5 Change in the number of electric shared cars in 
Flanders, by type of car share 

 

Graph 6 Change in the share of electric shared cars in 
Flanders, by type of car share 

At the beginning of 2021, almost 1 in 4 vehicles (23%) of the total shared car fleet was battery electric. The 

share varies within the various operational segments with free-floating (55%) and round-trip (29%) at the top. 

For the sharing of private vehicles, electric cars are a niche phenomenon at 4% (see graph 6). The introduction 

of the zero-emissions premium, along with all sorts of climate subsidies, has contributed significantly to this 

increase in recent years.  

The sharing of electric vehicles is widespread in Flanders. In almost 1 in 4 Flemish municipalities (72) there is 

at least one electric shared car (see graph 7). That is approximately a third of the number of municipalities in 

which at least one shared car is available (approx. 200). Since last year, electric car sharing has been available 

in 28 additional municipalities. The provinces of East and West Flanders are easily the frontrunners with 29 

(+14) and 17 (+12) municipalities where you can use an electric shared car. It is no coincidence that these 

provinces use regional framework agreements in which 20 or so municipalities subscribe to joint specifications. 

We are now seeing such initiatives being developed in other provinces.  

                                                
3 Only battery electric cars are included under electric car share. Hybrids and plug-in hybrids are not included. 
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Graph 7 Change in the number of municipalities with at least one electric shared car 
in Flanders, by province 

 

The following car share providers were operating in Brussels in the year to January 2021: Cambio, Cozywheels, 

Dégage, Poppy, Wibee and Getaround (the latter is not included in the figures). 

The Brussels Capital Region numbered around 60,000 car sharers at the beginning of 2021 who make use of 

1,061 shared cars (see graphs 8 and 9). Just as in Flanders, the majority of these car sharers, almost 57,000, 

make use of almost 800 shared cars that are provided by a car share provider with its own fleet. Round-trip 

car share represents around 19,500 car sharers and almost 600 shared cars. Free-floating car share reports 

more than 37,000 car sharers and 250 shared cars. In addition, there are also approximately 3,000 car sharers 

who share almost 239 private vehicles on a cost-sharing basis. 

 

 
Graph 8 Number of car sharers in Brussels by type of car 
share (Jan 2021)  

 
Graph 9 Number of shared cars in Brussels by type of 
car share (Jan 2021)
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The car sharing landscape in Brussels has undergone a great deal of turbulence in recent years. New (mostly 

international) players launched with great fanfare but left again fairly quickly. Zipcar and ShareNow ceased in 

2019 even though they only launched in 2016. This explains the serious dent in the free-floating segment at 

the beginning of 202 (see graph 10). A year later however, we see that the decline has almost completely been 

reversed and the free-floating concept in Brussels is once approaching the level in 2019.  At the beginning of 

2021 the number of free-floating members is around 37,000. This has doubled since the beginning of 2020. 

The number of free-floating shared cars grew by a factor of 2.5 to 250 (see graphs 10 and 11). 

In terms of round-trip car sharing, Ubeeqo disappeared in 2019 and in 2020 round-trip provider ZenCar decided 

to stop offering round-trip. Last year, the latter still reported 5,000 registered users. This has naturally had a 

serious effect on the total number of round-trip customers, which declined last year by around 10%. Yet we 

see one constant which, as in Flanders, is the steady growth of round-trip provider Cambio, which welcomed 

18% more customers in 2020 (see graphs 10 and 11). 

In terms of the sharing of private vehicles, the number of people sharing a car on a cost-sharing basis more 

than doubled (from 1,200 in the year to January 2020 to almost 3000 sharers in 2021) (see graphs 10 and 11).  

As reported in point 2.1.1, at the beginning of 2021, Brussels had a total of 60,000 car sharers and 1,061 shared 

cars. With an increase last year of 40% and 16% respectively, these figures appear spectacular, especially in 

view of the withdrawal of one car share provider. 

 

Graph 10 Change in the number of car sharers in Brussels 
(by type of car share) 

 
 

Graph 11 Change in the number of shared cars in 
Brussels (by type of car share) 
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to the bankruptcy of Zen Car. The lack of sufficient charging infrastructure may also be a contributing factor. 

The electric vehicles on offer today are provided within the free-floating segment, in which the share of electric 

shared cars represents 20% of the total fleet. Within both round-trip and private cost-sharing car share, there 

are almost no electrical vehicles.  

 

The following car share providers were operating in Wallonia in the year to January 2021: Cambio, Cozywheels, 

Dégage, Poppy, Wibee and Getaround (the latter is not included in the figures). 

Compared to Flanders and Brussels, car sharing has broken through much less in Wallonia.  At the beginning 

of 2021, the district has around 6,600 car sharers and 330 shared cars (see graphs 12 and 13). The majority of 

these car sharers (more than 5,000), make use of the 140 Walloon shared cars of round-trip car share providers 

with their own fleet. Free-floating car share providers do not yet have a presence here. Cost-sharing private 

car sharing is more strongly represented in terms of shared cars with almost 190 shared cars, but with fewer 

users (almost 1,400).  

 

 
Graph 12 Number of car sharers in Wallonia by type of 
car share (Jan 2021) 

 
Graph 13 Number of shared cars in Wallonia by type of 
car share (Jan 2021) 

Autodelen.net/Carshare Belgium has only limited historical data for Wallonia. In this chapter, we restrict 
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last year showed strong growth of 84%. This was mainly due to the growth in the number of car sharers making 

use of a car share system offered by a provider with its own fleet. This group grew by 76% (from 2,975 to 

5,240). However, this is due in part to significant under-reporting in 2020 by car share provider Wibee. If we 

disregard this anomaly, we arrive at growth of 10% to 15% for car sharers who use a provider with its own 

fleet. This also corresponds roughly to the increase in their vehicle fleet (+10%). 
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Private cost-sharing car share is not so great yet in Wallonia but in percentage terms is showing spectacular 

growth of 124% and rose from 622 to 1,392 car sharers. The number of shared cars owned by a private 

individual grew by 56%. 

 

Graph 14 Change in the number of car sharers in Wallonia (by type of car share)  

 

 
Graph 15 Change in the number of shared cars in Wallonia (by type of car share) 
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In the chapters above, the key figures for car sharing were documented by region. In this section, we add 

everything together to examine the situation at a national level. At the beginning of 2021, Belgium numbered 

almost 150,000 car sharers who make use of almost 4,000 shared cars (see graphs 16 and 17). The majority of 

these car sharers, almost 134,000, make use of almost 2,500 shared cars that are provided by a car share 

provider with its own fleet. The providers of round-trip car sharing represent around 54,000 car sharers and 

1,800 shared cars. Free-floating car sharing reports almost 80,000 car sharers and 690 shared cars. In addition, 

there are also approximately 15,000 car sharers who share almost 1,400 private vehicles on a cost-sharing 

basis.  

 

In the year to January 2021, out of all the Belgian regions, Flanders scored the best in all aspects, both in terms 

of the number of car sharers, shared cars and its electric fleet, and this applies to all of the various forms of 

care share. And yet the strong increase in Brussels is conspicuous. This region shows the greatest general 

increase in Belgium. The number of car sharers there increased last year by at least 40%4.   

 

 
Graph 16 Number of car sharers in Belgium by type of car 
share (Jan 2021) 

 
Graph 17 Number of shared cars in Belgium by type of car 
share (Jan 2021) 

 

 

                                                
4 We have disregarded the anomaly of the under-reporting by Wibee in 2020. If we do not count this effect the number of car 
sharers in Wallonia increases by 84%; after correction this becomes approx. 15%.  
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Table 1 Summary of car share key figures 2020 

  
NUMBER OF 

CAR 
SHARERS 

GROWTH IN 
CAR SHARERS 

OVER JAN 
2020 

NUMBER OF 
SHARED CARS 

GROWTH 
SHARED 

CARS 
OVER 

JAN 2020 

AVERAGE 
JOURNEY 

DURATION 

AVERAGE 
JOURNEY 
DISTANCE 

(KM) 

AVERAGE 
NUMBER OF 
USERS PER 

SHARED CAR 

 

 

Private cost-
sharing car 
share 

14,823 20.4% 1,380 -7.3% 30:00:00 115 11 

Round-trip 
car share 

54,025 6.8% 1,804 1.5% 7:55:48 51.5 30 

Free-floating 
care share 

79,619 55.7% 690 146.4% 0:46:59 13.2 115 

Private cost-
sharing car 
share 

10,568 1.5% 955 -21.8% 30:00:00 115 11 

Round-trip 
car share 

29,348 16.0% 1,092 10.9% 7:49:35 52.9 27 

Free-floating 
care share 

42,310 31.3% 440 144.4% 0:52:05 14.2 96 

Private cost-
sharing car 
share 

2,863 124.7% 239 61.5% / / 12 

Round-trip 
car share 

19,437 -12.8% 572 -14.1% 7:21:01 49.7 34 

Free-floating 
care share 

37,310 97.1% 250 150.0% 0:40:55 12 149 

Private cost-
sharing car 
share 

1,392 123.8% 186 56.3% / / 7.5 

Round-trip 
car share 

5,240 76.1% 140 10.2% 8:44:44 52.4 37 

Free-floating 
care share 

0 / 0 / / / / 
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Despite the disappearance of a number of major players (especially in Brussels, see point 2.2.2), car sharing 

has undergone huge growth in Belgium in the last five years. The total number of car sharers has increased 5-

fold from around 30,000 at the beginning of 2017 to almost 150,000 in January 2021. In the last year we 

observed an increase of 30% in the number of car sharers and 10% in the number of shared cars. The following 

summary is restricted to the last 3 years, as there is insufficient data for the period prior to 2019 (see graphs 

19 and 20). 

Across all the regions and therefore also nationally, the sustainable growth of round-trip car sharing is striking. 

Annually, the number of customers of this type of car share has increased by 15% to 25% and they comprise 

around 40% of all car sharers in Belgium. The shared fleet of round-trip car share is increasing annually by an 

average of 10%.  

It is noticeable that the free-floating segment does not exist in Wallonia. Both in Flanders and in Brussels, free- 

floating is undergoing the strongest growth in comparison with the other car share systems. It is also significant 

that free-floating reports more customers for each shared car (see point 3 below). In the year 2021, this 

concept also therefore has the largest share in the total car share population (approx. 80,000 out of 150,000). 

Historically, it is interesting that free-floating continually had the largest share for the last three years (see 

graph 18), although in 2020 that difference was negligible in relation to round trip car share due to the 

disappearance of ZipCar and ShareNow (see point 2.2.2). Partly due to the disappearance of these 2 players, 

the total Belgian fleet of free-floating vehicles declined from over 900 at its peak in 2019 to around 700 in 

January 2021. 

The sharing of private vehicles on a cost-sharing basis is rising across all of Belgium. This format generated a 

profit of over 60% across Belgium over the last 3 years. It is still primarily as Flemish phenomenon but the 

exponential growth across Brussels and Wallonia is significant (both +124%). Between 2019 and 2021, private 

car sharers represented around 10% of the car sharers in Belgium. 

 

 

Graph 18 Share of car sharers by type of car share (Belgium, Jan 2019-Jan 2021) 
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Graph 19 Change in the number of car sharers in Belgium 
(by type of car share) 

 
Graph 20 Change in the number of shared cars in Belgium 
(by type of car share) 

If we look at the figures for Belgium in general, the number of electric shared cars within the total fleet grew 

from 543 to 642 (+13%), representing around 16% of the total fleet. Here too, we see (major) variances within 

the various types of car share and across the regions.  

Round-trip care share has the largest electrified fleet (317) followed by free-floating (290) and finally private 

car share (35). If we look at the relative share within the total fleet by segment, we notice a shift in which free-

floating takes the top position. 42% of these shared cars are battery electric. For round-trip and private cost-

sharing this is 18% and 2.5% respectively.  

In terms of the regions, Flanders stands head and shoulders above the rest, both in terms of numbers and 

relative share within the total shared fleet. Last year the Flemish shared electric fleet rose by 57% to 571 

vehicles. The other regions were significantly lower, with 50 electric shared cars in Brussels and 2 in Wallonia. 

Below, we compare the Belgian figures with the relative share of electric shared cars in neighbouring countries 

(see graph 21). To make the comparison possible, we have only analysed providers with their own fleet (round-

trip + free floating)5.  

In absolute figures, Germany easily scores the highest (4,561 electric shared cars), followed by Belgium (607) 

and the United Kingdom (598). Amongst other factors, this is due to the existence of a great many free-floating 

car share systems in Germany with a (partial) electric offer.6 However, if we look at the relative share across 

the overall fleet, Belgium is clearly at the top (24%). If we only take Flanders into account, this region is the 

clear frontrunner (36%). We are performing extremely well therefore in comparison with our neighbours. Even 

the few available figures for the reference country Norway (where the price of electric vehicles is lower than 

other vehicles) show that Belgium is doing well in terms of the number of electric shared vehicles. For example, 

in the city of Bergen, 20% of the shared fleet is battery electric, in Oslo this is estimated to be 25%. 

                                                
5 Private cost-sharing car share either does not yet exist or is not recorded in neighbouring countries. 
6 The German figures include both battery electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles. Separate figures for battery electric are not available, 
as a result of which the actual absolute and relative numbers are probably lower. 
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Graph 21 Number and share of electric shared vehicles in neighbouring countries 

 

In total, almost 710,000 journeys were made using shared vehicles in Belgium in 2020. The majority of these 

were made within the round-trip segment (607,520). This averages 11 journeys per user in 2020. The remaining 

journeys were made by private cost-sharing car share and free-floating with on average 11 and 0.8 journeys 

per user respectively. A historical comparison is impossible due to a lack of data from previous years, but 

without the coronavirus crisis, this number would have been considerably higher, according to a number of 

car share providers.  

On average, a Belgian car sharer uses a round-trip shared vehicle for 8 hours and 52 kilometres per reservation. 

Within this segment we also see wide variations between providers, with figures between 3 hours and 9 hours 

on the one hand and 30km and 70km on the other. These variations are in all likelihood attributable to the 

different pricing models and user profiles of the providers within this segment. Finally, for each round-trip 

shared vehicle there are on average 30 users (see graph 22). 

A journey within free-floating car share in 2020 lasted on average 47 minutes during which 13 km was travelled 

on average. For each free-floating shared vehicle there are on average 115 users (see graph 22). 

Finally, for private cost-sharing car share a shared journey in 2020 lasted on average 30 hours and 115 

kilometres. For each private cost-sharing shared vehicle there are on average 11 users (see graph 22).  
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Graph 22 Average journey time and distance by type of car share (Belgium - Jan 2021) 

 

To conclude this report, we will briefly refer to five trends and tendencies which at the very least suggest a 

rosy future for car sharing.  

 

Currently, 82,000 Flemish people, 60,000 Brussels residents and almost 7,000 Walloons make use of car 

sharing. This means that in the year 2021, 1.8% of licence holders in Flanders, 7.7% in Brussels and 0.3% in 

Wallonia participate in car sharing7. Recent studies show that the potential for car sharing in Flanders is even 

higher. It is evident from a representative study amongst 1,000 Flemish people, commissioned by 

Autodelen.net/Carshare Belgium and conducted by iVOX, that one in ten respondents is planning to become 

a customer or member of a car share organisation. Furthermore, from a study by Autodelen.net/Carshare 

Belgium, VVSG and Ferm from 2019, it emerged that almost 40% of the over 4,000 respondents envisaged 

themselves participating in car sharing within the next five years8. These results indicate that, with the raising 

of awareness required and the right support, car sharing in Flanders still has a great deal of potential. 

For Brussels and Wallonia, Autodelen.net/Carshare Belgium does not yet possess similar research, but we see 

a positive trend for both regions. In point 2.4.1, we have already demonstrated that the number of car sharers 

in Brussels grew the quickest in Belgium in the last year (+40%). Even the spectacular advance in private cost-

                                                
7 Calculation method: OVG 5.5: 83.38% of Flemish over-18s have a driving licence/  Statistiek Vlaanderen: in 2020 there were 

5,343,806 over-18s in Flanders. In 2020 therefore, around 4,455,665 Flemish people had a driving licence. We could not find any 

recent figures for the number of driving licences in Brussels and Wallonia. We therefore elected to use the same percentage as 

Flanders (83.38 of over-18s. (This leads potentially to an estimate for Brussels in which the share of car sharing in reality could be 

even higher (for figures for over-18s see Statbel 20). 
8 See www.autodelen.net/mobiliteitinuwbuurt/  
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sharing car share (+ 124%) shows that the ceiling is far from being reached. Moreover, we also envisage this 

same increase for the concept for Wallonia. 

 

Huge potential also exists within the business customer segment, which creates the perfect win-win. It is 

attractive to car share providers because business customers with complementary usage hours are an ideal 

addition to private users in achieving a sufficiently high occupation of the shared vehicles. For businesses on 

the other hand, car sharing is a more sustainable and often cheaper alternative that can also yield 

advantageous fiscal conditions via the second pillar of the mobility budget. It is worth recommending that this 

should be publicised more widely in the future and also to expand the mobility budget to include all employees. 

At the beginning of 2021, over 6,000 companies or organisations are customers of a car share organisation 

and use their vehicles for business travel. In the Netherlands for example, so-called ‘business car share’ already 

has 150,000 customers. Belgium also has that potential, but amongst other things, this would require an 

alternative system for company vehicles, as by definition these cannot/may not be shared. 

 

A key role for the further growth of car sharing is reserved for local authorities. Cities such as Ghent, Mechelen, 

Antwerp and Leuven that place car sharing high on their policy agenda are also seeing this reflected in their 

local car sharing figures. Actions such as city-wide communications campaigns, investment in car share 

services, financial incentives for car sharers and amended parking measures are the precise reasons these 

cities are considered to be the Belgian forerunners, and with very good reason.  

The embedding of car sharing ambitions in a true policy vision and integrated financial plan is increasingly 

manifesting itself in Flanders, even in less urbanised areas A so-called car sharing action plan consists of a 

description of the current car sharing situation and a definition of ambitious long-term objectives (average 5 

years). It often consists of 50 specific actions that focus on reduced private car ownership and more car 

sharers. It also includes measures on parking policy, awareness activities and the sharing of the municipal 

vehicle fleet.  In the year to January 2021, Flanders had 40 local governments that had drawn up (or are in the 

process of drawing up) such a car sharing action plan.  In terms of potential, in those 40 municipalities, car 

sharing is high on the agenda over the next 5 years, undoubtedly with a major increase in the number of car 

sharers and shared cars as a consequence. 

 

The regional authorities are ensuring that, in the area of mobility, the regions have the most important keys 

available to them to embed car sharing even further above the local level9. It must be said that all three regions 

are taking positive steps towards more car sharing.  

The Brussels region is strongly committed to a modal shift in its ‘Good Move’ mobility plan. During the coming 

year, 65,000 parking spaces are going to be scrapped and the land divided into 50 car-free neighbourhoods. 

In addition to the current government’s stated ambition to support car sharing, the aforementioned ambitions 

                                                
9 The recent policy document from federal minister Gilkinet naturally also contains the necessary building blocks to allow car sharing 
to continue to grow over the next few years. Autodelen.net commented on this previously in this editorial  

 

https://www.autodelen.net/analyse-beleidsnota-minister-gilkinet/
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also indirectly create a fertile breeding ground in which car sharing in Belgium can only become more 

successful. From 2022, the new basic accessibility decree comes into effect and car sharing will be moved to 

the front of the agenda as one of the solutions for so-called bespoke transport, the lowest layer of our new 

public transport model. These shared cars must get a station at the 1,000 Hop-in points (mobi points) arriving 

over the next few years. In addition, the new local energy and climate pact, provides the necessary support to 

(further) develop car sharing at a local level with the objective of creating 13,200 extra shared cars by 2030. 

Wallonia is also increasingly focusing on multimodal mobility, of which car sharing forms part via ‘Point Mobs’, 

the Walloon equivalent of mobi points).  

 

Despite the fact that during some periods usage reduced by up to 80% due to the Covid-19 crisis (see 

Autodelen.net report), Belgians shared a vehicle approximately 710,000 times in 2020 (see also chapter 3). 

Without the ban on non-essential travel, the number of journeys made would have been considerably higher. 

In terms of the number of new car sharers and the number of new shared cars in 2020 we are actually seeing 

almost no consequences. Each region is easily able to present healthy, increasing figures. In other words, the 

Covid-19 crisis had/is having only logical consequences as regards the number of journeys made by car sharers. 

This bodes well for the time when we have the virus under control and we are all free to travel wherever we 

want once more. Furthermore, an additional (undesirable) effect may arise in favour of car sharing as people 

might be less inclined to use public transport due to fear of potential infection on public transport. 

  

https://www.autodelen.net/analyse-lokaal-energie-en-klimaatpact/
https://www.autodelen.net/nodige-coronamaatregelen-treffen-gedeelde-mobiliteitssector/
https://www.autodelen.net/nodige-coronamaatregelen-treffen-gedeelde-mobiliteitssector/
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Table 2 Summary of car share providers in Belgium since its inception (1999) 

ROUND-TRIP 

Cambio Brussel Brussels 2003  

Cambio Vlaanderen Flanders 2004  

Cambio Wallonië Wallonia 2002  

Zen Car Brussels 2011 2020 

Ubeeqo Brussels 2016 2019 

Partago Flanders 2015  

Coopstroom Flanders 2019  

Battmobility Flanders 2017  

Share Mobility 
Flanders and 

Wallonia 
2020  

Stapp.in Flanders 2016  

Wibee Belgium 2014  

Bolides Flanders 2012 2020 (B2B only) 

Justdrive Flanders 2019 2020 

FREE-FLOATING 

Drivenow Brussels 2016 2019 

Poppy Vlaanderen Flanders 2018  

Poppy Brussel Brussels 2019  

Greenmobility Flanders 2020  

Zipcar Brussels 2016 2019 

PRIVATE CAR 

SHARE 

CarAmigo Belgium 2015 2019 (B2B only) 

Tapazz Belgium 2014 2019 (B2B only) 

Drivy Belgium 2016 
Taken over by 

Getaround in 2019 

Getaround Belgium 
2019 (after 
takeover of 

Drivy) 
 

Cozywheels Belgium 2003  

Dégage! 
Flanders and 

Brussels 
1999  
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